SCHOLARSHIP / SPONSORSHIP
STRATEGY
How to Raise Money to go to a Cru Conference or Special Project
As a university student you are in a unique position to impact the
world with the message of knowing Jesus Christ. Our mission in Cru is to
Turn Lost Students& Faculty into Christ-Centered Laborers. Participating in
the upcoming Conference or Special Project will help you to grow in your
knowledge of God and help you understand how you can help see our mission
become a reality.
Every year hundreds of students involved in Cru enlist the help of
others as financial sponsors for Cru conferences and outreach projects. By
asking for their financial support, these students have given others the
privilege of making investments that will last forever, through the changed
lives of students. Using the following five-point strategy, you can raise funds
to underwrite your costs for this special event. As you step out in faith, you
can see God meet your needs.
To make this happen, we have encouraged student to use the simple
strategy, summarized in five words:

1. Pray

2. Namestorm

3. Write

4. Call

5. Thank

In 1 Chronicles 29:9,14, King David understood God’s ultimate
ownership as he raised the resources to build a physical testimony to the Lord,
the Temple. As you raise sponsorship funds, you will be building a human
testimony of trained students, witnessing for Christ.

1 Pray
The First step is to Pray. Ask God to provide every dollar that you
need to go to the Conference. Thank God in advance His leading in your live
and those you will be asking. Ask God to lead you to the right people to ask.
Keep praying as you tackle each step.

2 Namestorm
The Next step is to develop an initial list of potential sponsors.
Remember, don’t limit your creativity, anything goes! As you namestorm,
associate various people, professions, businesses, and places with any friends
and acquaintances they bring to mind. Research has shown that the average
individual has a personal network of at least 400 friends and acquaintances.

So you should easily be able to develop a list of at least 50-60 potential
sponsors. Then you should contact those who are most likely to give, first.
Use the list provided to develop you list of people you can write.
Write down every name that comes to mind. don’t limit the Lord before you
start. After you have you list of names prioritize the list, T=top, M=Medium
& L=low. Start with the top priority people first.

2 WRITE
You have a couple of options here. The best would be to hand write a
letter to each person you want to ask. Using the sample letter, which follows,
you can write a letter which presents your needs. Later you will make a
personal phone call to ask those potential sponsors to join your team. If you
are cleaver on the computer you could do a mail merge with a letter and a list
of names, which makes your letter much more personal.
The second option, if you are pressed for time, would be to write a
personalized letter and then copy it on some letter-quality paper at a copy
shop. You can then add a personal greeting at the bottom and close the letter
with your signature (in blue ink). Again you will call them later for a
response. Be sure to enclose a self-addressed, stamped return envelope with
each letter you send.
Note: The more specific you can be, the better. General letters
without deadlines, get little action.

3 Call
A week or so after you send out your letters, you need to follow up
your written ask, with a phone call. This is critical for three reasons:
1. Most people suffer from “Information Overload”--mail is easy to
ignore or forget.
2. Your time frame. You have a lot of money to raise in a short
period of time. A follow-up phone call will help you get decisions as
quickly as possible.
3. Courtesy to your sponsors. Many people will want to help you, but
won’t unless you call to answer any questions and to get their
decision. Your phone call takes the burden of response off them and
puts it on you.

Suggestions on How to Make a Call
1. Introduce yourself.
2. Explain your Conference plans.
3. Share what you hope to see God do as a result of your time during at the
conference.
4. Be very sure to ask for a definite response. Then be QUIET. Let the
person respond. Talking at this point will distract them from making a
decision. The following is a sample conversation:
“In my letter, I mentioned that I’m in the process of developing a sponsorship
team to help me attend the Conference in ___________. I asked you to
consider becoming a sponsor through giving $35, $50, or $100. Do you
believe God is leading you to help me for this special project?” Let him / her
respond.
5. If when you call, your contact has not make a decision, set another time to
call within a day or two.
6. If an individual decides to become a sponsor, arrange a time to stop by and
pick up his chick. If they live out of town, ask them to mail it in the selfaddressed stamped envelope you enclosed with your letter.
7. If you arrange to have the sponsor send you a check and it doesn’t come,
you will need to follow it up with a phone call.
8. Your sponsor’s check must be made payable to Cru or Campus Crusade
for Christ whether they want their gift to be tax deductible or not.
9. After getting a person’s decision, ask them to refer you to other people
who might like to become sponsors.

4 Thank
Send a thank you note the same day you call for his decision.
This is absolutely essential. It should be a personal, handwritten note.
This is the LEAST you can do for your financial sponsors. It is also a
great idea to send another thank-you note while you are at the
conference or shortly after to get home.

Any Questions?
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,
TALK WITH YOUR CRU STAFF.
Categories to spur on your thinking in “Namestorming”

1. Parents
3. Sisters
5. Former employers
7. Other relatives like Cousins
9. Accountants
11. Architects
13. Florist
15. Missionary societies
17. Parents’ employers
19. Former high school teachers
21. Sorority sisters
23. High school Friends
25. Dentist’s nurse
27. Doctor’s nurse
29. Dermatologist’s nurse
31. Kiwanis Club
33. Rotary Club
35. Family attorney
37. Your Hair Stylist
39. Church friends
41. Foundations
43. Eye doctor
45. Neighbors at former residence
47. Editor of local paper
49. Real Estate agent
51. TV / Radio stations
53. Printers
55. Servicemen
57. Retired people
59. Insurance salesman
61. Bank presidents
63. High School Teammates
65. Veterinarian / Dog clipper
67. Apartment manager
69. Family Friend(s)
71. Mayor and other civic leaders
73. Sunday school classes / member
75. Your Pastor(s)
77. Church related newspaper ads
79. Bible studies and prayer groups
81. Chamber of Commerce directories
83. Referrals
85. Office building directory
87. Spiritual mentors / influncer(s)

2. Brothers
4. Aunts or Uncles
6. Former customers
8. Friends of your parents
10. Former salesmen
12. Avon lady
14. Mailman
16. Your Banker
18. Parents’ associates
20. Former college professors
22. Fraternity brothers
24. Dentist / Doctor
26. College friends
28. Dermatologist
30. Service station manager
32. Hospital personnel
34. Community leaders
36. Christian business men / women
38. Your Barber
40. Policeman
42. Wedding and Christmas card lists
44. Your Neighbors
46. Department store salesman
48. Your Church at College
50. Advertising agencies
52. Bottling companies
54. Plumber
56. Tax preparer
58. Bible bookstore Manager
60. Mortician
62. High School or College Coach
64. College Teammates
66. Grocery Store Manager
68. Engineers
70. Civic clubs
72. Church missionary committee
74. Church directories
76. Downtown businesses
78. Military personnel
80. Members of your Sun.School Class
82. People you have led to Christ
84. Telephone directory
86. Home Church Mission board
88. Significant others

SAMPLE Letter #2 (Write your own; Don’t just photocopy this)

SAMPLE Letter #1
(Write your own; Don’t just photocopy this)
November 19, 20??
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson,
How are you? I’m writing to tell you about a wonderful opportunity I
have the chance to participate in.
As you may know, I'm involved with a student group on campus
called Cru. During Christmas break I plan to attend a conference sponsored by
Cru in Indianapolis. Students from my university will be joined by over a
thousand Christian college students from around the Midwest for a week of
spiritual growth and challenge.
We will be learning about how to apply Biblical principles to our
lives. Our week will include speakers, practical seminars, and a day of
outreach, as well as plenty of fun and fellowship. Our campus delegation will
be bringing this training back to help reach our campus for Christ.
The cost of the conference is approximately $199, which includes
registration and housing. Transportation and meals are extra. So it will cost
each student about $340 to attend. Your financial help can make it possible
for other students and me on my campus to attend.
Would you consider sponsoring our campus delegation to the IndyCC
by helping with some of these expenses? Your gift of $35, $50 or $100 will
help ensure that I can be a part of this life-changing experience.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely in Christ,
(Hand written Signature)
P.S. I will try to call you after Thanksgiving to ask what you have decided. In
case I can't reach you, I have enclosed a response card and a return envelope
for your convenience. Any gift made payable to "Cru" is tax deductible, and
you will receive a receipt for it.
Thanks for your prayerful consideration of my need.

November 19, 20??
Dear
My experience at school has truly been rewarding. It has been as challenging as
I expected in the academic area yet the experience has been most rewarding.
One unexpected surprise has been the opportunity to be involved with other
students in an interdenominational Christian organization called Cru. Over the course
of my involvement, I have grown to appreciate my relationship with Christ, and have
come to understand the importance of personal spiritual growth. Beyond the personal
aspect, I have realized how important it is that other students on campus understand
how to have a relationship with Christ as well.
Never has the need been greater to reach students for Christ. Issues on campus
today are so much more grave than what they have been in years past. Date rape,
abortion, homosexuality and AIDS are among a few of the topics being discussed and
debated on campus. The decisions that students make in these and other areas will
have far reaching consequences.
I have also realized it is at this time in life when many of us will be making
choices that will effect other aspects of our lives. Who we will marry, our philosophy
of life and vocational decisions will most likely be made by many of us sometime in
the near future. The students involved in our movement are convinced that now is the
time to do all we can to help students understand the importance of the spiritual area of
their lives.
During Christmas break I will have a tremendous opportunity to join together
with Christians throughout the nation to attend a conference in Atlanta specifically
designed to help African American students understand how their lives can have an
impact for Christ on Campus and even the world. That’s why it is called IndyCC.
Approximately 2200 of us will be gathering from December 28th - 31st for 4 days of
Biblical input and challenge.
The reason I am writing you is to ask for your help. We want to bring as many
students as possible to this conference. The major obstacle for most is finances.
Consequently, several of us from our group have decided to do all we can to help
generate the funds necessary to bring a significant group from our campus to Atlanta.
We have calculated that if each of us are able to raise several hundred dollars,
everyone will be able to attend.
Would you consider playing a part financially in this effort? Please understand
that we do not want you to feel any pressure to be involved, but simply want to make
you aware of the need so you could be involved in helping should you so desire.
I’ll be calling in a week or so to see what your decision is regarding this matter.
I look forward to talking with you soon!
Sincerely,
(Hand written Signature)
P.S. I will try to give you a call to chat on the phone, sometime during the first week
of December. Any gift made payable to "Cru" is tax deductible, and you will receive a
receipt for it.
Thanks for prayerfully considering our need.

November 19, 20??

Dear Mr. and Mrs.
Hello my name is Jon ????, and I am a Junior at Northern Michigan University.
During my two and a half years on campus I have been actively participating in Cru.
Cru is an interdenominational Christian organization which is actively involved in
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with the students of Northern Michigan University and
hundreds of other college campuses world wide.
My friends and I have been given the opportunity to go to a conference
sponsored by Cru in Indianapolis, IN over our Christmas break called IndyCC. The
conference will provide us with the chance to learn how to apply Biblical principles to
our every day life, and to help become better prepared to further our faith. The
conference will provide us with a week filled with speakers, practical seminars, and a
day of outreach, along with plenty of fun and fellowship with fellow students from
across the country.
I'm writing you for two reasons, one is to share with you all of the great things God
has done on our campus this semester. We now have doubled our attendance at our
weekly meetings over last years attendance, and more new people are coming
weekly. This truly is an exciting time to be serving our Lord on campus.
Also I'm writing to ask for you to consider contributing financially as we prepare
for this wonderful experience in December. The cost for the conference is
approximately $229 for registration and lodging, but after we pay for transportation
and meals the total will be closer to $370. This is a large sum of money for a college
student to come up with so my friends and myself are looking for any sort of
sponsorship possible, be it prayer or financial.
Would you consider sponsoring myself and my friends by helping us out with
some of our expenses? Your gift of $35, $50 or $100 would help ensure that we can
take part in this life-changing experience.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely in Christ,

P.S. We will try to contact you by phone by Friday, December 11 to ask what you have
decided. In case we can't reach you I have enclosed a response card and a return
envelope (addressed to our local Cru Staff) for your convenience. Any gift made payable
to "Cru" is tax deductible, and you will receive a receipt for it. Thanks for your prayerful
consideration of our need.
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