FIGURING OUT GOD’S  WILL

Making Sound, Godly DecisionsPRIVATE 

Dmichels2@gmail.com

Introduction

The Will of God

   A)   Salvation - To Know Christ: 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4

     Ques.  Do I know Jesus Christ Personally?
   B)  Sanctification - To Be Holy: 1 Thess. 4:3-7; Rom. 8:29-30

     Ques.  W.W. J. D.  What would Jesus Do?
   C)   Service - To Work for God: Romans 12:1; 1 Peter 4:10

     Ques.  How does this fit in with God’s overall Plan & Purpose
   D)   Situations - What We Do in Life: 1 Cor. 10:31; Phil. 1:21

     Ques.  If Jesus were here, would I feel good about what I am doing?
Some Common Methods of Determining God's Will


A.  The "Judas" Method - Open and See; Point and Do



Matt. 27:5b;  Luke 10:37b;  John 13:27b



Problems: 1 Corinthians 14:40; 2 Peter 3:16


B.  The "Barak" Method - I'll Go, IF She Goes - Judges 4:6-8



Problem: Romans 1:17


C.  The "Gideon" Method - Laying out a Fleece (Sheepskin) or


     a Condition before God, to know His will.  Judges 6:11-40



Problem: God's Will is Known; 2 Timothy 3:16-17


D.  The "Closed Door / Open Door" Policy - Acts 16:6-11



  If the "DOOR" is Open, It MUST BE God's Will or . . 


         Problem: Only One Case; What About: Jonah, Moses, Joshua?

E.    “Perhaps / We Thought”  Theology - 


1 Samuel 14:6 ->
“Let’s go, PERHAPS the Lord will act” 


1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 -> 
“We thought it best . . .”


Philippians 2:25-26 ->
“I thought it necessary . . .” 


1 Corinthians 16:3-4 ->
“If it is fitting for me . . .”


Acts 6:2-4 -> 


“It is not desirable for us . . .”


Acts 15:28-29 -> 

“For it seemed good to . . .”
How does God Speak to us Today?
        His Word; Prayer; Holy Spirit; Other Believers; ?Circumstances?

A Better Way of Determining God's Will


       The Sound Mind Principle

A.  Biblical Basis: 2 Tim. 1:7; James 1:5-7; 1 Cor. 2:16


B.  Preparation



Spiritual - Right With God: 1 John. 1:9; Ephesians5:18;




Romans 12:1-2; John 7:17;15:4-8; Psalm 37:3-6



Godly Goals / Values - Know His Word:




 Luke 19:10; John 15:8,16



Spiritual Gifts and Abilities - Know Your Self




1 Peter 4:10; 1 Corinthians 12; Rom. 12; Eph. 4



Ask the Right Questions: 



     What is my place in God’s plan?  What is God’s Call?


C.  The Process - The Sound Mind Principle

http://www.godsquad.com/pdfs/paulbrown.pdf


1. PRAY - For God's Will, His Thoughts & His Power



2. List Your Options -



3. Write Out The Pros and Cons - 

· Your Thoughts; Your Values

· God's Word; God’s Values; God’s Goals

· Godly Counsel -Prov. 11:14; 12:15; 15:22; 24:6 

· Your Desire

· Your Parents View - Proverbs 1:8; 4:11

· Impressions from Prayer

· Circumstances



4. Make Any Additions – It is a process


5. Make A Decision By Faith - 




Step out and Trust God in FAITH



Hebrews 11:6; Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 37:3-6; Col. 3:15



6. Confirmation - Be careful not to make it a condition.



7. God Can Redirect You - Isaiah 30:20-21

Conclusion

Spurgeon’s  4 Confirming Points to God’s Will



Desire / Passion

Aptitude / Gifted



Fruitfulness


Recognition by the Body

13 Practical Principles
GOD Wants You To Know 

About HIS WillPRIVATE 

1.
God is very eager to reveal His will to His children. 


(Psalms 127:1)

2.  
God is not obligated to make His will known if you're not willing to do it.    (John 7:17)

3.
It isn't unusual for God's will to be in line with our desires, if we are Spirit-filled. (Phil.2:13; Psalm 37:4)

4.
God expects us to use "sanctified" common sense.


(Prov. 16:9;  Gal. 5:22;  2 Tim. 1:7)

5.
If you are Spirit-filled and sincerely desire to do His will, God won't lead you to make a mistake. 


(Psalm 25:12;  37:5)

6.
God's will is in the present.  (It doesn't take years of undoing wrong actions to get back into God's will.)    (Deut. 30:1-6)

7.
God is not obligated to reveal His will for your entire life all at once.    (Psalm 32:8)

8.
God may not reveal more of His will if you are not being obedient to what God has already shown you.   (Prov. 4:18)

9.
God's will is always in agreement with His Word.  (Psalm 119:9-99)

10.
God wants you to be careful about whom you go to for advice.


(Isaiah 8:19, 20;  Prov. 3:5,6;  Psalm 1:1)

11.
God's will is Primarily a Relationship rather that a Place.   (Jeremiah 9:23;  John 15:14,15;  Col. 3:23;  Psalm 25:14)

12.
God's will cannot be improved upon . . . It Is Perfect!!


(Romans 8:28;  12:1-2; 1 Cor. 2:9)

13.
God's will is always based on His Love! 


(Jeremiah 29:11)

Some Key Questions To Ask
1.
What would Jesus do in this situation?

2.  
Will doing this Help me or Hinder me, in my walk


with God?

3.  
What do my parents think about this?

4.
Will doing this help or hurt my witness for Christ?

5.  
Is this something God wants me to do or am I being


influenced mostly by my friends & my culture?

6.
What does the Bible say about these options?

7. 
What is God’s Call on my life?  What is my place in God’s plan?  
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FIGURING OUT GOD’S  WILL
MAKING SOUND, GODLY DECISIONS

PRIVATE 

Introduction – Intro self, # year w/ CCC
      FIGURING OUT GOD’S  WILL - MAKING SOUND, GODLY DECISIONS  

OR Is life really just a GIANT MONOPOLY Game?

**
How do YOU Make Decisions?  How do you decide about what to do this summer?  Buying that new bike or fancy new coat?  Then what about what you should major in when you go to college.  How about who to marry, or what kind of car to buy.  We all face decisions every day.  How do we Figure out God’s Will in life?

Let me tell you a story:

A young Christian thought one day, “What is God’s will for me today?” Then He said, “I’ll look in the Bible.”  He closed His eyes & flipped open his New Testament, put his finger down & started to read.  This is what he read, “And Judas went out & hung himself.” (Matt. 27:58)  (We call this Point & Shoot or Point & Hang)


“Well that can’t be God’s will. I’d better try again.”  “I’ll read what Jesus says.”  He had one of those fancy Red letter versions. PRIVATE 
  He flipped open his Bible again put down his finger and started to read the words of Jesus. “Jesus said, Go & do likewise!” (Luke 10:37b)


At this point our friend started to panic a little.  “I’d better try one more time.”  So he flipped, opened & pointed & read, “Jesus said to him, What you do, do quickly.”  


Have you ever wondered what God’s will is, but felt very confused like our friend in the story?  Hopefully this workshop will Help You.


Please grab an outline!!

& Let me start by Praying!

The Will of God - 

“First we want to look at 4 major areas of God’s will”
A) 
Salvation - To Know Christ: 


2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is . .  not wishing any to perish,




 but for all to come to repentance.”  


1 Timothy 2:4 - “God our Savior,( who) desires all men to 




be saved & to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
Ques.  Do I know Jesus Christ Personally?

B) 
Sanctification - To Be Holy: 

Read IT!
1 Thess. 4:3-7 - “For this is the will of God . . “

Rom. 8:29-30 - “For whom He foreknew, he also predestined to




 be conformed to the image of His Son . . .
Ques.  W.W. J. D.  What would Jesus Do?

C) 
Service - To Work for God: 


Romans 12:1 - “I urge you . . to present your bodies a living 



& holy sacrifice , acceptable to God, . . .”  


1 Peter 4:10 - “As each one has received a special gift, employ it 

in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
Ques.  How does this fit in with God’s overall Plan 


& Purpose

D) 
Situations - What We Do in Life: 


1 Cor. 10:31 - “Whether, then , you eat or drink or whatever you 




do, do all for the glory of God.” 



Phil. 1:21 - “For to me, to live is Christ, & to die is gain.”
Ques.  If Jesus were here, would I feel good about what I am doing?
Some Common Methods of Determining God's Will

      A.  The "Judas" Method - Open and See; Point and Do

   Remember our Story of the young Christian? Cameras-Point&Shoot


Matt. 27:5b;  
Luke 10:37b;  
John 13:27b

Verses taken out of context; Makes God very Mystical / Slippery.


Problem: 1 Corinthians 14:40 - “Let all things be done properly & in an orderly manner.” 


2 Peter 3:16 - “. . the untaught & unstable distort . . the




 Scriptures, to their own destruction.”
   B.  The "Barak" Method 


Deborah the Judge


- I'll Go, IF She Goes - Judges 4:6-8 – Explain Story
   Problem: Romans 1:17 - “The righteous man shall live by faith”
Example:  I’ll go to this youth conference, if you go.(Maybe God wants you to go)
C.  The "Gideon" Method 


- Laying out a Fleece (Sheepskin) or a Condition 


before God, to know His will.    Judges 6:11-40

Problem: God's Will is Known; 

        Gideon Knew God’s will, then asked for a miracle, then another.


2 Timothy 3:16-17- “All Scripture is inspired by God & profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness”
Example:  I’ll share with my friend if they ask me.  I’ll go on a summer mission trip if the phone rings in the next ten minutes.
D. The "Closed Door / Open Door" Policy  If the "DOOR" is Closed, It Must Not be God's Will, OR 

If the "DOOR" is Open, It MUST BE God's Will

Acts 16:6-11 - “the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.“(Paul on Miss. Journey. He kept going so he could share Christ with more people.)
Problems: Only 1 Case; What About: Jonah, Moses, Joshua
(Ship had Open Door; Red Sea was Closed; Jericho was closed)

Example:  I got a job as a bartender, it must be God’s will.
   E.  “Perhaps / We Thought” Theology (Actually more Biblical)


1 Samuel 14:6 ->
“Let’s go, PERHAPS the Lord will act” 


1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 -> 
“We thought it best . . .”


Philippians 2:25-26 ->
“I thought it necessary . . .” 


1 Corinthians 16:3-4 ->
“If it is fitting for me . . .”


Acts 6:2-4 -> 


“It is not desirable for us..”


Acts 15:28-29 -> 

“For it seemed good to . . .”
How does God Speak to us Today?   (Ask Audience)
         His Word; Prayer; Holy Spirit; Other Believers; ?Circumstances?

A Better Way of Determining God's Will

The Sound Mind Principle
http://www.godsquad.com/pdfs/paulbrown.pdf
I need a Volunteer to help me, Some one who has just learned to drive:   How do you steer a car?  (Turn the steering wheel) 

Is there ever a time when it is hard to Steer?  (When you loose power steering) What make a car impossible to turn? (Not moving)

This is a great Illustration of how God wants to be working through us. He wants us moving, walking by faith. Then he will direct us!!

A.
Biblical Basis: 


2 Tim. 1:7 - “God has not given us a spirit of timidity but of 


power, love and discipline.”(or self-discipline) (or sound mind-.KJV)


James 1:5-7- “If you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.”

1 Cor. 2:16 - “But we have the mind of Christ.”
B.
Preparation

     Spiritual - Right With God: 



1 John. 1:9 - “If we confess our sins...” 



Ephesians 5:18 - “Be continually filled with the Spirit.”


Romans 12:1-2 - “Present your bodies to God.”
John 7:17 - “If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching .”  (Be willing to do his will.)


15:4-8 - “Abide in Christ.’


Psalm 37:3-6 - “Delight yourself in the Lord.”

    Godly Goals / Values - Know His Word:


      Luke 19:10 - “Son of Man came to seek & to save the lost.”

      John 15:8,16 - “Bear fruit.”

     Spiritual Gifts and Abilities - Know Your Self

1 Peter 4:10 “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another”
1 Corinthians 12 - 1 body, many gifts


Rom. 12 One Body Gifts differ   Eph. 4 God has Gifted


      Ask the Right Questions: 


What is my place in God’s plan?  What is God’s Call?

C.
The Process - The Sound Mind Principle
1. PRAY - For God's Will, His Thoughts & His Power

James 1:5-7- “If you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.”
Matt. 7: 7  - “Ask & it shall be given to you, seek & you shall find;



 Knock & it shall be opened to you.”
2. List Your Options – Get out some paper & start writing!

I’ve used this process before, many times: 1) Deciding on my career, 2) buying cars, 3) vacations, 4)summer jobs, 5)my wife & life partner.

3. Write Out The Pros and Cons - 

· Your Thoughts; Your Values
· God's Word; God’s Values; God’s Goals

· Godly Counsel –

Prov. 11:14 “For lack of guidance a nation falls,  but many advisers make victory sure”
Prov. 12:15 “The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice”
Prov.15:22 “Without consultation, plans are frustrated, But with many counselors they succeed”
Prov.24:6 “For by wise guidance you will wage war, And in abundance of counselors there is victory”
· Your Desire

· Your Parents View - Proverbs 1:8;    4:11

· Impressions from Prayer

· Circumstances
4. Make Any Additions  – It is a process
5. Make A Decision By Faith - 



Step out and Trust God in FAITH


Hebrews 11:6 - “And without faith it is impossible to please Him” 


Proverbs 3:5-6 - “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.” 


Psalm 37:3-6 - “Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. He will bring forth your righteousness as the light And your judgment as the noonday.”  


Col. 3:15 - “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts”
6. Confirmation - Be careful not to make it a condition.
7. God Can Redirect You - Isaiah 30:20-21 - “Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.”
Determining GOD’S  Will – Pro / Con List

_______________    _________________  ______________   _______________
   Option #1
         Option #2

    Option #3
       Option #4


  PROs        CONs             PROs        CONs            PROs        CONs         PROs        CONs        

What are your Strengths, Abilities, Talents, Gifts?

What are your Weaknesses, Liabilities, Areas of Development?

What is my place in God’s plan?

What do YOU Want?

What are your Values?
What are God’s Values?

What do you think God wants?

What is Godly counsel saying?

What will require the greatest Faith?

Get topic from Group – Summer; Where to go to College
Determining GOD’S  Will – Pro / Con List

Work Groc.Store      CCC Sum. Proj
        Classes
     Work  @ Camp
_______________    _________________  ______________   _______________
   Option #1
          Option #2
    Option #3
       Option #4


  PROs        CONs             PROs        CONs            PROs        CONs         PROs        CONs  
Conclusion

      Resources: Paul Brown Letter; 
      Spurgeon’s  4 Confirming Points to God’s Will


Desire / Passion

Aptitude / Gifted


Fruitfulness


Recognition by the Body

See over for: 13 Practical  Principles GOD Wants YOU To Know About HIS Will  & Some Key Questions To Ask Yourself about God’s will.
DECISION MAKING AND THE WILL OF GODPRIVATE 

AGREE / DISAGREE STATEMENTS

A or D 
God's will can be completely different for 2 different people in the same situation

A or D
Discovering God's will is simply asking yourself how you feel about it.

A or D
Discovering God's will involves asking other

A or D

Little is said in the Bible about God's will

A or D

Finding God's will is mostly seeking God

KEY QUESTIONS:
WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT AREAS FOR FINDING GOD'S WILL?

WHAT WOULD BE SOME WRONG WAYS OF DISCOVERING GOD'S WILL??

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS THE RIGHT WAY IN FINDING GOD'S WILL?

** READ PRINCIPLES ON BACK
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Determining GOD’S  Will – Pro / Con List


_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
Option #1



Option #2



Option #3



Option #4


PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)     
PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)       
PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)       
PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)    


What are your Strengths, Abilities, Talents, Gifts?

What are your Weaknesses, Liabilities, Areas of Development?

What is my place in God’s plan?

What do YOU Want?

What are your Values?
What are God’s Values?

What do you think God wants?

What is Godly counsel saying?

What will require the greatest Faith?



Determining GOD’S  Will – Pro / Con List

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________   _________________________

Option #1


Option #2


Option #3


Option #4


PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)   PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)     PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)     PROs (Positives)    CONs (Negatives)

What are your Strengths, Abilities, Talents, Gifts?
What are your Weaknesses, Liabilities, Areas of Development?

What is my place in God’s plan?

What do YOU Want?

What are your Values?
What are God’s Values?

What do you think God wants?

What is Godly counsel saying?

What will require the greatest Faith?

Determining GOD’S  Will – Pro / Con List

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________   _________________________

Option #1


Option #2


Option #3


Option #4


PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)    PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)     PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)   PROs (Positives)   CONs (Negatives)    


What are your Strengths, Abilities, Talents, Gifts?
What are your Weaknesses, Liabilities, Areas of Development?

What is my place in God’s plan?

What do YOU Want?

What are your Values?
What are God’s Values?

What do you think God wants?

What is Godly counsel saying?

What will require the greatest Faith?

VALUES





Build ministries on very open campuses











10 people in my dept., Bible study in company





Go to grad school





Go on CCC staff





Go on STINT to Hungary





Work for Microsoft	





Opportunity for evangelism





Being with like-minded Christians





Making  money





Living close to my girlfriend





Pay off my school debt





Thousands of lost students





Personal Development








Can pay off $1000/mo.





Seattle is 2000 miles from Ohio





Computer training; Bible study at church?





The 10 people in my dept.





Probably very few, could find a church





$75,000





Can still be involved in Cru





Make more debt





Continue in my action group





My department, fellow students





Great Cru community





There’s always McDonalds





Same town











Awesome- 4000 students want to talk





Great team of my friends





Well….I’ll have enough to live OK





Hungary has the Atlantic Ocean between us





Can pay off $200-300/mo.





At most 4 hours away





Have to defer it – so 0





2 years of training, classes, 4 hrs/week





Thousands of searching college students





Minister as part of an experienced, caring  team





More than STINT, less than Microsoft








